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Al-Hussein Bin Talal University- Jordan

Petra College for Tourism and Archaeology

Department of Archaeology 

Master’s Degree in Cultural Heritage
Study at Petra !
Petra College for Tourism and Archaeology PCTA at al-Hussein Bin Talal University http://www.ahu.edu.jo was established to meet the increasing demand for professionals with a solid academic education in archaeology, tourism and hotel management.

PCTA was established in 2004 and is located off the University campus, and its premises are approximately 200 meter to the east of the entrance of the World Heritage Site of Petra.  The  area of the entire site is approximately 15000 square meters.
PCTA has perfect location near one of the outstanding World Heritage Sites.  The serenity of the location helps to provide an excellent learning experience and offers many opportunities for getting knowledge and providing students with much-needed training in archeology, tourism and hotel management making it the best place in Jordan to study these fields.
PCTA is committed to offering excellence in education and research, and it offers Bachelor degrees in archaeology, tourism management, tour guidance and hotel management. In addition, it offers MA degrees in tourism management and cultural heritage.

PCTA is provided with necessary infrastructure facilities including good quality labs,  fully equipped classrooms, teaching and learning facilities, and an auditorium to accommodate around 140 audiences.  It has also highly qualified and highly educated professors.

About the Program
The program offers advanced knowledge in multiple aspects of the cultural heritage field – both tangible and intangible. It is comprised of (33) credit hours which can be taken in two tracks: Thesis Track and Comprehensive Examination Track. The former consists of (18) compulsory credit hours, (6) elective credit hours and (9) credit hours for an MA. thesis. The latter consists of (24) compulsory credit hours and (9) elective credit hours followed by a comprehensive examination covering the different fields of knowledge covered by the study plan.

The program covers the following themes:-

· Cultural heritage management. 

· The archaeological heritage of Jordan.

· Research methods in cultural heritage. 

· The intangible cultural heritage.

· Techniques for the cultural heritage documentation, safeguarding, conservation and preservation.

· Cultural heritage and tourism, religion and the environment.
Admission and entry requirements 

· Applicants must have a bachelor's degree in archaeology (or closely related fields). Students lacking the sufficient knowledge in these fields will be required to register certain courses, determined by the College’s Higher Studies Committee, and these should not exceed (9) credit hours.

· The program is taught in Arabic and English. Applicants must demonstrate proficiency in English in order to meet the entry requirements.
· Students may not take more than nine credit hours per semester.
· Summer semester is optional.
· For questions about how to apply to the program, contact Dr Bellal Abuhelaleh bellal.abuhelaleh@gmail.com. 
Tuitions and fees (in USD)

· Admission fee: $ 300  (paid once).

· Registration fees: $ 200 (paid every semester). 

· Program Fees: $ 225 per credit hour.
Study Plan: Thesis Track
This track consists of (18) compulsory credit hours (CH) and (6) elective credit hours and (9) credit hours for an M.A. thesis. 
	Course #
	Course
	CH
	Obligatory
	Elective

	0701601
	Cultural Resources Management
	3
	X
	

	0701602
	Archaeology of Ancient Jordan
	3
	X
	

	0701603
	Scientific Research Methodology
	3
	X
	

	0701606
	Seminar in the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	3
	X
	

	0701604
	Classical and Nabataean Archaeology
	3
	X
	

	0701605
	Islamic Cultural Heritage
	3
	X
	

	0701608
	Cultural Heritage Documentation Techniques
	3
	
	X

	0701610
	Cultural Heritage and the Environment
	3
	
	X

	0701611
	Seminar in Nabataean Civilization
	3
	
	X

	0701612
	Seminar in Classical Archaeology
	3
	
	X

	0701613
	Ancient Technology
	3
	
	X

	0701614
	Traditional Architecture
	3
	
	X

	0701615
	Ancient Writings
	3
	
	X

	0701616
	Islamic Urban Centers
	3
	
	X

	0701617
	Safeguarding & Sustainability of Cultural Heritage
	3
	
	X

	0701618
	Cultural Heritage and Tourism 
	3
	
	X

	0701619
	Cultural Heritage and Religions
	3
	
	X

	0701684
	Thesis
	9
	X
	


Study Plan: Comprehensive Examination Track
This track consists of (27) compulsory credit hours (CH) and (6) elective credit hours followed by a comprehensive examination.
	Course #
	Course
	CH
	Obligatory
	Elective

	0701601
	Cultural Resources Management
	3
	X
	

	0701602
	Archaeology of Ancient Jordan
	3
	X
	

	0701603
	Scientific Research Methodology
	3
	X
	

	0701608
	Cultural Heritage Documentation Techniques
	3
	X
	

	0701604
	Classical and Nabataean Archaeology
	3
	X
	

	0701605
	Islamic Cultural Heritage
	3
	X
	

	0701606
	Seminar in the Intangible Cultural Heritage
	3
	X
	

	0701610
	Cultural Heritage and the Environment
	3
	X
	

	0701611
	Seminar in Nabataean Civilization
	3
	X
	

	0701612
	Seminar in Classical Archaeology
	3
	
	X

	0701613
	Ancient Technology
	3
	
	X

	0701614
	Traditional Architecture
	3
	
	X

	0701615
	Ancient Writings
	3
	
	X

	0701616
	Islamic Urban Centers
	3
	
	X

	0701617
	Safeguarding & Sustainability of Cultural Heritage
	3
	
	X

	0701618
	Cultural Heritage and Tourism 
	3
	
	X

	0701619
	Cultural Heritage and Religions
	3
	
	X



Courses Descriptions


 
Cultural Resources Management 0701601
This course is an introduction to the cultural resources management. It aims to present the international definitions related to the CRM and the history of its development, in addition to the international charters focusing on the conservation and preservation of cultural heritage. This course introduces students to the basics of the management and preservation of cultural heritage resources, and creates a base for further studies on the contemporary heritage field.
Archaeology of Ancient Jordan 0701602
This course covers the archaeology of Jordan from the lower Palaeolithic to the end of the Iron Age. It presents a survey of the early cultures of mankind throughout its stages, from the hunter gatherer to city-states and finally the Iron Age period. The course presents the cultural, social and political developments, the emergence of urban society, pastoral nomadism, pottery, material culture, economy, political complexity and religions. The course also focuses on key sites representing these periods from Jordan and major issues in the Levantine archaeology will be discussed in this course.  
Scientific Research Methodology 0701603
This course provides an introduction to research methodology including the definition of scientific research, types of research, and stages of research process.  The course introduces the students to the different aspects of research methodology including research approaches and strategies, methods of sampling, designing research and research ethics. It also helps to develop students’ research skills by encouraging students to build a research proposal about a topic related to cultural heritage, and enables them to develop the instruments and methodologies used in applied research by tackling a particular problem in heritage.
Cultural Heritage Documentation Techniques  0701608
This course presents various modern scientific technologies used in the documentation of cultural heritage, either tangible or intangible. Its aim is to train students how to use modern techniques in the documentation of cultural heritage, such as computer programs and digital tools.  The course includes training on aerial photography, photogrammetry, laser scanning, geophysical surveys and other techniques.
Classical and Nabataean Archaeology 0701604
This course introduces the students to the archaeology of the classical periods in Jordan including the Hellenistic, Roman and Byzantine. The course covers the following topics: the historical and geographical framework of each period, the general characteristics of the material culture of each period including art and architecture.

The course also deals with the Nabataean civilization in terms of its provenance and history, Nabataean material culture including minor arts and architectural achievements.  

Islamic Cultural Heritage 0701605
This course is a basic introduction to the achievements of Muslim civilization in the fields of sciences, arts and architecture. In this course, students will study social, economic, and cultural aspects of the Islamic civilization from the dawn of Islam to the late Ottoman period in chronological sequence. In addition, the impact of the Islamic civilization on Europe will be highlighted.

Seminar in the Intangible Cultural Heritage  0701606
This course is designed to provide an in-depth investigation of some aspects of the intangible cultural heritage such as: data gathering and classification, oral history, interview techniques, the basic concepts of the intangible cultural heritage studies, and recent scientific approaches used in its collection and documentation. In addition, the course will include some field studies.

Cultural Heritage and Environment 0701610
This course focuses on the heritage of human living and explores the ways in which humans affect the environment and the environment affects humans. Topics to be explored include: heritage in the context of the environment, the relationship between nature and culture,  the relationship between cultural diversity, biological diversity, and environmental sustainability. In addition, the course focuses on the most important environmental issues related to the sustainability of cultural heritage sites.

Seminar in Nabataean Civilization 0701611
This course is designed to provide an in-depth investigation of some aspects of the Nabataean civilization such as: origin and history, geographical boundaries, society and social change, religion and burial customs, water management techniques, economy, arts and architecture.  

Seminar in Classical Archaeology 0701612
This course treats, through research, certain subjects of the Greek and Roman civilizations regarding their history and archaeology worldwide and in Jordan in particular. The course focuses mainly on researching the cultural heritage of the classical periods and on its distribution in the Middle East in general and in Jordan in particular. This includes subjects like architecture, arts, sculpture, philosophy and literature.

Ancient Technology 0701613
This course explores the major technological achievements and innovations of ancient cultures from the lower Palaeolithic period to the end of the Iron Age in southern Levant. The course focuses on the history of science and technology, major human achievements and inventions. The course also highlights the innovative contributions of the southern Levant in various areas such as architecture, arts and metallurgy.  Traditional Architecture 0701614
This course introduces the concept of traditional architecture in Jordan during the late Ottoman period in terms of the architectural elements, the construction materials, and the techniques of architecture (walls, ceiling, and floors). It also focuses on the methods of studying and analyzing the traditional buildings and villages and studying the laws of protecting and preserving these monuments. The course includes a practical part through the field visits to the sites of some “traditional villages”. To enhance their knowledge of this topic, students will be required to conduct a fieldwork research.

Ancient Writings 0701615
This course covers the following subjects: the early beginnings and development of writing in the ancient Near East, Semitic alphabets and their development, characteristics of the Semitic languages, methods of studying ancient inscriptions and the epigraphic heritage of Jordan. The course includes analysis of a selection of ancient texts uncovered in Jordan.
Islamic Urban Centers 0701616
This course deals with the Islamic urban centers and their historical role in civilization, and presents detailed information about Islamic cities. The course also discusses the religious, political, economic and social factors that led to the foundation of these centers. The influence of these centers on the daily life of the Islamic nations will also be highlighted.  

Safeguarding and Sustainability of Cultural Heritage 0701617
This course offers an approach to understanding the complex factors that challenge the preservation and sustainability of cultural heritage. It is designed to provide an in-depth theoretical, methodological and experimental knowledge of science applied to the conservation and sustainability of cultural heritage. The course covers several major areas: heritage preservation and its techniques, conservation and restoration basics, preventive and curative actions required to preserve tangible and intangible cultural heritage, threats to cultural heritage and the international charters that have been developed for addressing these problems. 

Cultural Heritage and Tourism 0701618
Heritage is regarded as one of major components of the tourism industry. This course focuses on the transformation of the heritage assets into tourist products, and their use for the promotion of tourism. This course examines the relationship between tourism and heritage, identifies the socio-cultural and political impacts of tourism on heritage and assesses the impact of tourism on heritage destinations and the local communities.
Cultural Heritage and Religions 0701619
This course presents the relationship between cultural heritage and religions and the role that religions played in the formation of cultural heritage. The course explains the impact of religions on cultural heritage; tangible and intangible, and the use of cultural heritage to serve the religious tradition which has historical background. The scope of this course is limited to the world's three major faiths- Islam, Judaism and Christianity. 
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